
 

April 2010 Member NewsBrief 
 

Belgrade High Wins ProStart Competition 

The 2nd Annual Montana ProStart competition was held at Belgrade High School in March. Culinary teams 

from Belgrade, Jefferson High School and the Billings Career Center squared off in front of a large and 

enthusiastic crowd. Belgrade also prepared a team for the management competition, which is in a brand new 

format this year that allows the students to show their skills to the public. In past years, the management 

teams presented to a panel of judges in private, now they are able to share the spotlight with the culinary 

competitors. We had outstanding judging this year provided by Chef Ron Morris of Helena, and six students 

from the University of Montana's culinary arts program. The winning teams from Belgrade will be 

representing Montana April 30th to May 2nd in Kansas City, at the ProStart National Invitational 

competition. Congratulations to Food and Consumer Science teacher Bev Tompers and her winning team at 

Belgrade High for winning the second annual ProStart Competition. 
 

What is ProStart? 

The ProStart program is about much more than the annual competition at the state and national levels. The 

competition teams are only a fraction of the total number of students in the program. Every student is exposed 

to all the basics of food preparation and nutrition, as well as food safety. ProStart also teaches every student 

all the steps necessary in finding a job.  Students learn how to prepare applications and resumes, the do's and 

don'ts of the interview process, and finally the real world expectations of employers. Every student may not 

go to college, likewise not every student will choose from the dozens of career opportunities in management 

or culinary positions. But they will all receive the knowledge that the sky is really the limit for those who 

choose to apply themselves. The American dream has been realized for generations in the exciting and 

challenging restaurant and hospitality industry--they learn that they can achieve that same dream.  
 

 

Montana Restaurant Board to Meet June 10th 

The Montana Restaurant Association will hold its 

next Board meeting on June 10
th
, at the Rex 

Restaurant in Billings, from noon to 5PM.  Board 

members will be examining membership numbers, 

new member benefits, and legislative issues. If there 

are issues that you would like your board to 

consider, please contact Brad at 800-388-0236.   
 

Gallatin County Mandates Food Certification 

In response to the mandate by the Gallatin County 

Health Department that one person be on shift who 

has been certified by an 8 hour nationally recognized 

food handlers certification, we are offering ServSafe 

Food trainings on 3 dates in May.  ServSafe Food, 

the leading food certification program in the country, 

was developed by your friends at the National 

Restaurant Association.  Attendees need to pass a 

test at the conclusion of the class and the 

certification is good for 5 years.  The classes are 

Wednesday May 12, 19 and 26
th
.  The cost is $109 

and includes the course book and the exam.  Please 

call the office to pre-register; 800-388-0236. 

Responsible Alcohol Server Training 

Restaurant operators are encouraged to take 

advantage of the responsible alcohol server training 

that your association is offering around the state.  

Attendees learn how to avoid selling alcohol to 

minors and how to serve alcohol responsibly to 

adults.  Check our web site for dates and times; 

www.mtrestaurant.com.  The cost is $40 per 

person—a sound investment compared against a 

potential fine from an underage serving fine.  This 

training is being jointly sponsored by all of the 

leading hospitality associations in Montana 

including the Tavern, Gaming, Innkeepers, C-Store, 

and Retail and Restaurant Associations. 
 

 

Online Alcohol Server Training 

If you can’t make it to one of our alcohol trainings, 

you can also get the ServSafe certification online, by 

going to www.servsafe.com/alcohol.  Apply coupon 

Montana2010 in the shopping cart for a special 

discount price of $24 (Retail price $30). 

 

http://www.mtrestaurant.com/
http://www.servsafe.com/alcohol


 

Montana Retail Board to Meet May 5th 

Montana Retail Association Board of Directors will meet, Wednesday, May 5
th

 at Chico Hot Springs 

for its annual Spring Board meeting.  Directors will hear updates from all of the association 

programs: work comp, health insurance, Heartland Payment Systems, as well as our CPA, Paul 

Strom.  We will also be discussing the upcoming elections in Montana’s legislative arena and the bill 

draft requests that have already come in.  Please call Brad at 1-800-388-0236 if there are other issues 

that should be discussed. 
 

 

Legislative Session Starts January 3rd 

The next Legislative Session Begins 

January 3, 2011 and already there are 87 

introduced bills in the hopper.  Of those, I have 

identified 17 bills that will have an impact, 

positive and negative, on our members.  So far, 

we have a prescription drug data base bill and 

numerous bills to address our sky-high worker’s 

compensation rates. 

Your lobbyist, Brad Griffin, will be in Helena 

every day next year making sure that legislators 

hear our point of view by amending, killing or 

passing laws in our interest.  The bill draft 

requests are coming in from interim legislative 

committees, holdover Senators, and House 

members who are unopposed in the primary or 

general election. 
 

 

 

MTDA Board to Meet August 19
th

 at Chico Hot Springs 
The Montana Tire Dealers Board will be meeting in August to plan our annual convention next February and 

discuss emerging legislative issues, and the elections.  If there is an issue the Board should be addressing, 

please call Brad and let him know; 800-388-0236.  
 

MTDA Convention A Success 

The Montana Tire Dealers Association met for its Annual Convention in Billings February 17 and 18
th
 and 

over 80 people were on hand to hear some excellent seminars and our trade show.   Planning is underway now 

for our convention next February in Billings.  Congratulations to Randy Redfern, of A to Z Tires in Billings 

for being elected the new President of the Montana Tire Dealers Association.  Randy and the Board will be 

working hard to build on this year’s success. 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

We have been in our new office condo for nearly five years, but we periodically receive mail 

that is still being sent to the old Ave D address.  Our new postal person will no longer bring us 

pieces that are not current.  Please be sure to update our address in your system. 

 1645 Parkhill Drive, Suite 6 

 Billings, MT  59102 Thank you! 



 

MT Equipment Dealers Represented at National Board 

Montana’s equipment dealers are represented by Marc Swanson, owner of the John Deere stores in the NE 

corner of Montana.  Marc is our national director to the North American Equipment Dealers Association 

(NAEDA), which held its spring Board of Directors meeting in Arizona on March 11-12.  NAEDA is comprised 

of 18 state and regional equipment dealer associations—only two states, Montana and North Dakota, are state 

associations—the rest have all joined with neighboring states in order to stay afloat.  Marc and Brad Griffin 

attended the various committee meetings in order to give our dealer’s perspective on the numerous issues going 

on at the national level.  
 

 

MEDA Board Meeting, Thursday, April 8
th

 at the Calvert Hotel in Lewistown 

The Board for the Montana Equipment Dealers Association met at the newly renovated Calvert Hotel in 

Lewistown, which is beautiful, by the way.  Major items that we discussed and the board voted unanimously on 

include; increasing the dues to $300 for the first store and $200 per additional location, pursuing warranty 

legislation that will make our warranty reimbursement policies the same as our surrounding states, and planning 

for our upcoming convention on October 5-6 in Billings.  The dues were increased to pass along a $50 dues 

increase by our national group, NAEDA.  MEDA members are dual members of NAEDA, so the dues that 

MEDA pays on behalf of its members to the national group are going up by $50.  The warranty legislation will 

be in line with what our neighboring states require, which should cause no heartburn for manufacturers who are 

already paying higher reimbursement rates in those states that require it.  Our bill will be very much in the 

mainstream. 
 

 

Billings College of Technology Seeks AED Certification 

Instructors from the COT in Billings recently met with a representative from Associated Equipment Distributors 

to learn what additional steps they need to take in order to earn the prestigious AED Certification for their 

Diesel Tech program.  This effort is going to require the unified effort of all Billings area dealers to assist them 

in reaching this goal.  There will be future announcements sent out which will outline opportunities for dealers 

to get involved. 
 

 

 

MEDA Board to Meet Monday, October 4 

The Montana Equipment Dealers Board will hold its Fall Board meeting 

on Monday, October 4
th
 from noon to 5PM—the day before our convention begins. 

The meeting will be held in the Board Room at the Crowne Plaza in Billings. 
 

 

 

MEDA Convention October 5-6 in Billings 

The next Montana Equipment Dealers Association Convention is October 5-6, at the Crowne Plaza in Billings.  

The Board of Directors met on April 8
th
 in Lewistown to plan the event we are confident that we have an agenda 

that will help our members achieve higher levels of profitability and employee productivity.  We have hired two 

nationally known speakers, Mark Matteson and Patrick McGaughey.  The meeting will begin with lunch on 

October 5, followed by Mark’s seminar, with dinner that night at the Petroleum Club, high atop the Crowne 

Plaza.  The next day will include Pat’s seminar, our general membership meeting, and our golf tournament at the 

Hilands Club in Billings, with dinner to follow in the Hilands brand new clubhouse.  You can find all the 

information on our web site; www.mtequipmentdealers.com. 

 

http://www.mtequipmentdealers.com/


And now a few words from our Sponsors 
 

 
 

Partnered with the Association for over 15 years, 
HUB can serve all your insurance needs. 

 

HUB International is a leading insurance broker with over 3,000 restaurant and food service 
clients across America.   We offer a complete menu of insurance products from top-rated 
companies, at pricing that will be to your taste.    

 

Business  7ÏÒËÅÒȭÓ #ÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎ  Business Interruption  Liquor Liability   

Employment Practices Liability   Home  Auto  Life 
 

With Office Locations in: 
Kalispell, Whitefish, Missoula, Dillon, Ennis, Bozeman, Billings, 

Great Falls, Chinook, Glendive, Circle, Sidney and Terry 
 

HUB International Mountain States Limited 
Lynn St. Pierre, Program Administrator    888-752-8693     
lynn.stpierre@hubinternational.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Glacier Insurance Strategies 

Daren Engellant 

2602 US Hwy 2 East 

Kalispell, MT  59901 

888-284-7680 
 

 

Since 1997 Glacier Insurance has provided group 

health insurance to association members.  In the 

changing world of insurance, GIS has the ability to 

design unique plans that cater to your business 

needs.  Western Mutual Insurance and the MRA 

health program enhances that ability with flexible 

options that are rare in the industry. 

 

 

 

 

  

Credit Card Processing, Remote Deposit, Payroll Processing, Gift Card Marketing 

 Heartland Payment Systems 

 Randy Holbrook, Association Sales Rep 

 1645 Parkhill Drive, Suite 6 

 Billings, MT  59102 

 800-388-0236 

 

 

 

mailto:lynn.stpierre@hubinternational.com


 

Another benefit of your state association membership, is a 

DUAL membership in the National Restaurant Association. 

The NRA is one of largest and most effective lobbying groups 

in Washington, DC.  Your dual membership includes subscriptions 

to Washington Weekly and NRA’s magazine called Restaurants, USA, 

available online to state association members. 

To find out more, visit www.restaurants.org 

 

 

Beginning January 1, 2010, participating 
association members will receive a 5% discount 
for their membership and another 5% discount 
when they license and/or pay in full online at 
www.BMI.com/ede. In addition, they will receive 
another 10% discount for timely payment.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Used Equipment Guides 

Financial Products & more 

www.ironsolutions.com 

 

Montana Financial Services 

Powered by 

Agricredit Acceptance 

Dealer and Customer 

Financing Services 

For more info call 

Terry Kelly (208) 949-8562 

 

 

 

 
Eric Bolduc, Account Exec 

5701 W Talavi Blvd, Suite 200 

Glendale, AZ 85306 

602-944-5566 

www.federatedinsurance.com 

 

 

 

 

 
To enroll in the NAEDA Discount Freight Program and start saving today: 

Log on to www.partnership.com/24naeda, or 
Visit www.naeda.com and click on Discount Freight Program 

 under Partner Programs on the main menu. 
 

The NAEDA Discount Freight Program 
 is administered by PartnerShip LLC, in Oberlin, Ohio. 

PartnerShip is an endorsed provider of NAEDA. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.restaurants.org/
../../../../jfrost/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/51U244LT/www.BMI.com/ede
http://www.ironsolutions.com/
http://www.federatedinsurance.com/


Welcome to our New Members 
 

Retail Association 

Beauty Bar Kalispell 

High Country Marketing Ramsay 

Lambkins of Lincoln Lincoln 

Performance Auto Butte 

The Hamilton Group Whitefish 

WavePro Cleaning Butte 
Associated Foods Salt Lake City, UT 

Tire Dealers Association 

Nexen Tire America Diamond Bar 
Les Schwab Tire Butte 

Restaurant Association 

Bull Mountain Grill Billings 

Fettyôs Bar & Grill Wisdom 

JK Venture / WY DQ West Yellowstone 

McDonalds Lewistown 

Mr. Dog Butte 

Romeoôs Italian Restaurant Stevensville 

Sola Café Bozeman 

The Northern Hotel Billings 

Thompson Distributing Butte 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to our Renewing Members 
 

Retail Association 

Air Exchange Oxygen Butte 

Alpine Village Laundry Whitefish 

Balanced Care Butte 

Barkus Hardware Havre 

Beartooth Hideaway Red Lodge 

Broadway Antiques Butte 

Garden Wall Clinic Helena 

Girls Outdoors Bozeman 

Glacier Photo Labs Kalispell 

Hands, Inc Great Falls 

Helena Chamber of Commerce Helena 

Hockaday Museum Kalispell 

Houserôs Water Treatment Bozeman 

Kaufmanôs Great Falls 

MT District Council AG Billings 

Paris Gibson Square Great Falls 

Properties 2000 Missoula 

Ravalli Family Practice Hamilton 

Rayôs Sports & Western Harlowton 

Scheelôs Rimrock Billings 

Stillpoint Massage Butte 

Summit Surgery Butte 

Target Energy Systems Helena 

Tee Bar Lazy 5 Geraldine 

The Base Camp Billings 

Towne Mailer Missoula 

Westside Midwifery Butte 

Allied Members 

Costco Wholesale Issaquah WA 

CVS / Caremark Scottsdale AZ 

Mary Kay Addison TX 

Restaurant Association 

Beyond Basil Billings 

Buffalo Wild Wings Billings 

Chico Hot Springs Pray 

Corner Bar Baker 

Double Front Missoula 

Eddies Corner Moore 

El Comedor Great Falls 

Gary Brink Billings 

IHOP Billings 

Krisco, Inc Missoula 

Maryôs Midway Great Falls 

Mustard Seed Missoula 

On Broadway Helena 

Outback Steakhouse Missoula 

Perkins Family Restaurants Billings 

Pour House Bozeman 

Southern Empire Emporium Billings 

Subway of Rocker Rocker 

Summit Beverage Missoula 

Sweet Ginger Billings 

The Granary Billings 

Tupelo Grille Whitefish 

Western Empire Emporium Billings 

Western Marketing Billings 

Willow Creek Café Willow Creek 

 

Allied Member 

Nationôs Restaurant News Tampa, FL 

 

 



Thank You to our Renewing Members (continued) 

Tire Dealers 

Breen Oil & Tire Factory Choteau 

Howieôs Tire Whitefish 

Interwest Tire Factory Belgrade 

Leeôs Tire Sidney 

Northern Tire Havre 

Rolling Rubber Baker 

Rolling Rubber Miles City 

Ronôs Alignment Kalispell 
Superior Tire Great Falls 

Allied Members 

ASA Tire Systems Merrimack 

Safety Siping Phoenix AZ 

 

Equipment Dealers 

Bennyôs Power Toys Butte 

Bobcat of Big Sky Billings 

Fiberglass Structure Laurel 

Glasgow Implement Glasgow 

Parsons Tractor Kalispell 

Powerplay Motorsports Bozeman 

Pure Bliss Cycle Conrad 

Ronan Power Products Ronan 

Team Bozeman Bozeman 
The Prairie Star Great Falls 

Allied Members 

Morris Industries Saskatoon SK 

Vermeer Corp Pella IA 

 

 
 

HONOR ROLL  

Company Member Since 

40 years or more 

JC Penney 1964 

 

30 Years or more 

Bairs Restaurant 1974 

 

20 Years or more 

John Deere Company 1985 

Montana Ace Hardware 1985 

Payne Financial 1988 

Carquest 1989 

Churchill Equipment  1989 

Copps Hardware 1989 

Steadmanôs Hardware 1989 

 

15 Years or more 

Big Sky Exxon 1991 

Conrad Tire 1994 

Automotion 1995 

CaseIH 1995 

Direct Selling Association 1995 

Missoula Motor Parts 1995 

Moore Farmerôs Oil 1995 

Rapid Tire 1995 

Company Member Since 

10 Years or more 

Mooseôs Saloon 1996 

Mount Powell Tire 1996 

New Holland of Belgrade 1996 

Wordenôs Market 1996 

Altria Client Services 1997 

Arizona Street Management 1997 

Capital Medical Anesthesia 1997 

Dos Amigos 1997 

F B I A 1997 

Fuddruckers 1997 

HuHot Mongolian Grill  1997 

Island Liquor Store 1997 

Mid way MiniMart  1997 

Montana Pizza / Godfathers 1997 

Mountain Tire  1997 

The Rex 1997 

Zip Auto  1997 

Leader Printing 1998 

Best Buy 1999 

Bugs N Bullets 2000 

Montana Chadôs 2000 

Tri -State Equipment 2000 
 

 



Association Offices 

1645 Parkhill Drive, Suite 6 

Billings, MT  59102 
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